


 
 

MODERATOR’S MESSAGE ON TOWN MEETING PROCEDURES 
 

 Belmont’s town meetings are conducted in accordance with the Massachusetts General Laws, 
our Representative Town Meeting statute, the General By-Laws, and traditional customs and 
practices that we have followed for many years, with guidance provided by the principles and rules of 
conduct in Town Meeting Time, a Handbook of Parliamentary Law.  Several matters of procedure are 
summarized below. 
 
 An article in the Warrant provides notice to the Town Meeting of a matter to be considered.  The 

article itself is not a specific proposal for action.  A motion is a proposal for action by the Town 
Meeting and must be within the scope of the notice provided by an article in the Warrant.  An 
article may not be amended but a motion may be amended by vote of the Town Meeting. 

 Formal seconding will not be required on main motions under articles in the warrant.  Seconding 
will be required on all other motions. 

 All main motions and proposed amendments involving the expenditure of money must be in 
writing.  All other motions and proposed amendments must also be in writing unless they are so 
brief and simple as to be easily understood when stated orally. 

 All substantive amendments and motions to be offered under an article in the Warrant must be 
submitted to the Town Clerk in writing not later than the close of business on the third (3rd) 
business day before the commencement of the session at which the Article is considered, in order 
to provide the sufficient time for review by Town Counsel and the Moderator and to be made 
avaiable for distribution to the Town Meeting Members before the commencement of such 
session.  The Moderator may allow exceptions to the advance filing requirement in case of 
motions that are easy to understand, but such exceptions are within the exclusive discretion of the 
Moderator. 

 Except for motions involving the expenditure of money or by-law amendments, the Moderator will 
first recognize the maker of the motion, if he or she wishes to speak. 

 Before commencing discussion on motions involving the expenditure of money or by-law 
amendments, the Moderator will first call for committee reports as follows: 

o Expenditure of Money – Warrant Committee, 
o Capital Improvements – Warrant Committee, then Capital Budget Committee, 
o General By-Law amendments – By-Law Review Committee, 
o Zoning By-Law amendments – Planning Board. 

     
 Town Meeting Members wishing to speak should stand and request recognition by the Moderator.  

When recognized, a Town Meeting Member should come to a microphone and state his or her 
name and precinct number before commencing. 

 Registered voters of the Town who are not Town Meeting Members may speak at the Town 
Meeting, but first must either arrange in advance with the Moderator for recognition or arrange to 
be introduced by a Town Meeting Member. 



 Persons who are not Town Meeting Members may be admitted to the floor by invitation but may 
not vote. 

 All discussion must be relevant to a motion before the town meeting.  All speakers must address 
the Moderator; questions may be asked only through the Moderator.  A Town Meeting Member 
who wishes to make a motion that is debatable must first make the motion and, after it is 
seconded, if required, the Moderator will recognize the maker of the motion to speak to it.  The 
Moderator will not recognize a motion made at the conclusion of a speech.  This, by definition, 
includes a motion that would terminate debate, such as a motion for the previous question. 

 The Moderator will try to recognize Town Meeting Members in the order in which they seek 
recognition.  Unless the Town Meeting consents no person may speak more than twice upon any 
question, except to correct an error or to make an explanation of a previous statement.  No person 
may speak for more than five minutes when speaking for the second time and should not seek 
recognition to speak for a second time until others who have not yet spoken have had an 
opportunity to be recognized. 

 While our General By-Laws do not set a time limit for Town Meeting Members when speaking for 
the first time, all remarks should be concise, to the point and not excessively repetitious.  
Experience has shown that minds are rarely changed after the first five minutes of a speech. 

 Section 2.7.6 of our General By-Laws provides that all votes shall be taken in the first instance 
by a “yes” or “no” voice vote.  If the Moderator is in doubt as to the vote, or if any Town 
Meeting Member doubts the vote, the Moderator will call for a standing vote.  Provision is also 
made for a roll call vote; the request must be concurred in by 34 or more additional Town 
Meeting Members; and the request must be made in connection with final action under an article 
in the warrant. 

 Our By-Laws require that a Town Meeting Member who wishes to speak on an issue in which he 
or she or a member of his or her family has a direct financial interest or in which he or she is 
engaged as an attorney or consultant must first disclose this interest to the Town Meeting. 

 A motion to reconsider a vote adopted at one session of a Town Meeting may not be made at an 
adjourned session of the same Town Meeting unless the mover has given notice of his or her 
intention either at the session at which the vote was passed or by written notice delivered to the 
Town Clerk by 12 o’clock noon on the first business day following the commencement of the 
session at which the vote sought to be reconsidered was passed.  A two-thirds vote is required for 
reconsideration; no vote may be reconsidered more than once. 

 Action on our general budget article, will not be considered final so as to require a two-thirds vote 
for reconsideration, or any other procedures relating to reconsideration, until all action under that 
Article has been completed. 

 
Any citizen who has questions about Town Meeting procedures is encouraged to call me at (617) 

489-1822 or to see me before the start of Town Meeting. 
 
 
        Michael J. Widmer 
        Moderator 























































































 
 

TOWN OF BELMONT 
CAPITAL BUDGET COMMITTEE 

 
April, 2013 
 

Dear Town Meeting Members, 
 

 Once, again, this year, we give you a one page preview of the Capital Budget Committee report 
prior to the start of annual Town Meeting.  You will receive the traditional, detailed report in anticipation 
of the capital request articles of Town Meeting that will be taken up in June.  You will note that the Town 
Meeting warrant includes an article to change the by-law that governs our Capital Budget report to more 
accurately reflect the timing of the financial portion of Town Meeting.  We urge you to support this 
change that will simplify and streamline our reporting to you. 
  

 The major themes in the FY2014 Capital Budget are similar to previous years.  As you know, 
Town departments, along with the School Department, submit requests to the Capital Budget Committee 
with an estimated cost and in a priority order.  The CBC spends considerable time meeting with the 
department heads, asking questions, and analyzing the requests.  It is the task of the CBC to put all of the 
requests into a long-term plan, establish one priority list for all the requests, and agree on which projects 
to fund in the coming fiscal year.  Requests for road repairs are funded out of Chapter 90 state funds and 
the yearly allocation from the 2001 override.  Water and sewer requests are funded out of enterprise 
funds.  All other requests must be funded from the allocation given to the CBC from the Selectmen.   
 

 This year’s CBC department requests include several “big ticket” items that were requested but 
deferred from last year:  a ladder truck for the fire department and the following items for the high school-
replacement turf at the football field; replacement flooring for the gym; parking lot paving; natural gas co-
generation system; air quality initiative for the Higginbottom pool area.  New large requests include a fire 
pumper truck; replacement of the White Field House; replacement of town hall windows.  In addition we 
have requests to continue multi-year projects such as building envelope work and replacing unit-vents at 
the high school.  Departments have also requested items such as snow-fighter conversions, school 
building security, and miscellaneous heavy equipment.   
 

 The CBC is working closely with the Town Treasurer to determine how best to prioritize and fund 
these large items.  Lease/purchase agreements and short term bonds are strategies we are exploring to 
better afford large vehicles and artificial turf by spreading the impact of the cost over several years.  
However, we must always be aware of the effect of adding more debt, however short-term, to the overall 
debt load of the Town. 
 

 Finally, the CBC has met throughout the summer and fall to identify criteria for prioritizing the 
Town’s remaining capital projects:  police station, DPW facility, high school, library, skating rink/White 
field house and Underwood pool.  We are currently sharing our work with town departments with a goal 
of presenting a report to the Town by June.   
 

 Thank you for your attention and we look forward to providing you with our report and list of 
recommendations well in advance of the June sessions of Town Meeting. 
 
Anne Marie Mahoney, Chairman 
Rebecca Vose, Clerk 
Michael Battista, M. Patricia Brusch, John Conte, Anne Lougee and Andres Rojas 
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MOTIONS 

2013 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
As of April 11, 2013 

(Subject to Change) 
 

 
OPENING MOTION             COMMENCE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING  
MOVED: That the 2013 Annual Town Meeting be called to order. (Majority vote) 

 
PRELIMINARY MOTION          ORDER OF THE ARTICLES  
MOVED: That the Town Meeting hear the motions in the following order: (Majority vote) 

 

1, 2, 16, 17, 19, 14,15, 13, 18, 26, 28, 29, 25, 30, 31, 27, 21, 22, 23, 24 
3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 20, 9, 10, 11, 12  

 
ARTICLE 1:                           REPORTS 
MOVED: That the reports of the Selectmen and other Town Officers, departments and committees 

for the year 2012 be accepted.  (Majority vote) 
 
MOVED: That Article 1 motion be tabled. (Majority vote) 

 
ARTICLE 2:       AUTHORIZATION TO REPRESENT THE TOWN’S LEGAL INTERESTS 

MOVED: That the Board of Selectmen be, and it hereby is, authorized to bring and defend actions 
for and against the Town, to submit any such claims to arbitration and to enter into 
settlement on account of the same in behalf of the Town as and when it deems it for the 
best interest of the Town to do so; said power shall be vested solely in the Board of 
Selectmen. (Majority vote) 

 
ARTICLE 13:                                                                SPECIAL ACT - TOWN ADMINISTRATOR 
MOVED: That under Article 13, the reading of the proposed petition to the General Court to enact 

legislation to establish the position of Town Administrator be dispensed with, the same 
being set forth in full under Article 13 in the Warrant for this meeting and having been 
distributed to each Town Meeting Member. (Majority vote) 

 
MOVED: That the Town authorize the Board of Selectmen to petition the General Court to enact 

legislation establishing the position of Town Administrator substantially in the form as set 
forth in full under Article 13 in the Warrant for this meeting; and further to authorize the 
Selectmen to approve amendments to the bill before enactment by the General Court 
which shall be within the scope of the general public objectives of the petition.        
(Majority vote) 
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ARTICLE 14:                     SPECIAL ACT - RESTAURANT LIQUOR LICENSES (WINE AND MALT)  
MOVED: That the Town authorize the Board of Selectmen to petition the General Court to enact 

legislation increasing the number of licenses that may be issued to restaurants for the sale 
of beer and wine substantially in the form below, and further to authorize the selectmen to 
approve amendments to the bill before enactment by the General Court which shall be 
within the scope of the general public objectives of the petition.  (Majority vote) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court 
assembled, and by the authority of the same as follows: 

SECTION 1. The board of selectmen of the town of Belmont may, in its discretion, 
grant licenses for the sale of beer and wine to be drunk on the premises of 
restaurants having a seating capacity of not less than 39 and no more than 125 
seats; provided, however, that no more than sixteen (16) such licenses shall be in 
effect, including those licenses issued pursuant to chapter 128 of the acts of 1997. 
The licenses shall be subject to chapter 138 of the General Laws.  

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

 
ARTICLE 15:                                                            SPECIAL ACT - RETAIL LIQUOR LICENSES  
MOVED: To see if the Town will authorize the Board of Selectmen to petition the General Court to 

enact legislation increasing the number of licenses that may be issued for the sale of 
alcoholic beverages not to be drunk on the premises substantially in the form below, and 
further to authorize  the selectmen to approve amendments to the bill before enactment by 
the General Court which shall be within the scope of the general public objectives of the 
petition.   (Majority vote) 

 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court 
assembled, and by the authority of the same as follows: 

SECTION 1. The board of selectmen of the town of Belmont may, in its discretion, 
grant licenses for the sale of all alcoholic beverages not to be drunk on the 
premises; provided, however, that no more than two (2) such licenses shall be in 
effect, including any license issued pursuant to chapter 395 of the acts of 2006. 
The licenses shall be subject to chapter 138 of the General Laws.  

SECTION 2. The board of selectmen of the town of Belmont may, in its discretion, 
grant licenses for the sale of beer and wine not to be drunk on the premises; 
provided, however, that no more than four (4) such licenses shall be in effect, 
including those licenses issued pursuant to chapter 396 of the acts of 2006. The 
licenses shall be subject to chapter 138 of the General Laws.  

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

 
ARTICLE 16:                                                                        CAPITAL BUDGET COMMITTEE REPORTS 
MOVED: That the Town amend Article 13 of the General By-Laws of the Town of Belmont by 

deleting Section 13.3 and replacing it with the following: 

“13.3 The Capital Budget Report shall be submitted to the Town Clerk in sufficient 
time to be distributed to Town Meeting Members at least 14 days prior to the 
commencement of the session at which the Capital Budget is to be considered.  



Motions for 2013 Belmont Annual Town Meeting as of April 11, 2013                                                       Page 3 of 6 

The report shall be available in the Town Clerk’s office for distribution to the public. 
The report shall also be included in the Annual Town Report.”  (Majority vote) 

Reporting: By-Law Review Committee 
 

ARTICLE 17:                                   GENERAL BY-LAWS - RICHARDSON FARM HISTORIC DISTRICT   
MOVED: That the Town amend the General By-Laws of the Town of Belmont by establishing a new 

historic district, to be known as the Richardson Farm Historic District, by inserting a new 
Section 15.2.1 after the existing Section 15.2 as follows:  (Majority vote) 

“15.2.1  There is established under the provisions of the Historic Districts Act, as 
amended, an historic district to be known as the Richardson Farm Historic District, 
bounded as shown on a map entitled, "Plan Showing Richardson Farm Historic 
District, Washington Street, Blanchard Road, and Glenn Road Belmont, Mass.," 
dated March 15, 2013, prepared by the Town Engineer, which shall be a part of 
this By-Law.” 

[Please refer to enclosed map] 

Reporting: By-Law Review Committee 
 

ARTICLE 18:           GENERAL BY-LAWS - RESIDENTIAL SNOW REMOVAL 
MOVED: That under Article 18, the reading of the proposed amendment to Article 20 of the Town’s 

General By-Laws pertaining to “Residential Snow Removal” be dispensed with, the same 
being set forth in full under Article 18 in the Warrant for this meeting and having been 
distributed to each Town Meeting Member. (Majority vote) 

MOVED: That the Town amend Article 20 of the Town’s General By-Laws by renumbering 20.15 to 
20.16 and then by inserting a new Section 20.15 to provide for Residential Snow Removal 
as set forth in full under Article 18 in the Warrant for this meeting. (Majority vote) 

Reporting: By-Law Review Committee 
 

ARTICLE 19:                                                                     GENERAL BY-LAWS - POLICE CHIEF  
MOVED: That under Article 19, the reading of the proposed amendment to Article 4 of the Town’s 

General By-Laws pertaining to “Police Chief” be dispensed with, the same being set forth 
in full under Article 19 in the Warrant for this meeting and having been distributed to each 
Town Meeting Member. (Majority vote) 

MOVED: That the Town amend Article 4 of the Town’s General By-Laws by deleting Section 4.7 
and by replacing the existing Section 4.8.2 with a new Section 4.8.2 as set forth in full 
under Article 19 in the Warrant for this meeting. (Majority vote) 

Reporting: By-Law Review Committee 
 

ARTICLE 21:                   GENERAL BY-LAWS - DEMOLITION DELAY 

MOVED: That under Article 21, the reading of the proposed amendment to the Town’s General By-
Laws pertaining to “Demolition Delay” be dispensed with, the same being set forth in full 
under Article 21 in the Warrant for this meeting and having been distributed to each Town 
Meeting Member. (Majority vote) 

MOVED: That the Town amend the General By-Laws of the Town of Belmont by adding a new 
Article 35 to provide for Demolition Delay provisions as set forth in full under Article 21 in 
the Warrant for this meeting. (Majority vote) 

Reporting: By-Law Review Committee 
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ARTICLE 22:             GENERAL BY-LAWS - CRIMINAL HISTORY CHECKS 
MOVED: That under Article 22, the reading of the proposed amendment to the Town’s General By-

Laws pertaining to “Criminal History Checks” be dispensed with, the same being set forth 
in full under Article 22 in the Warrant for this meeting and having been distributed to each 
Town Meeting Member. (Majority vote) 

MOVED: That the Town, in accordance with Chapter 6, section 172B ½ of the Massachusetts 
General Laws, amend the General By-Laws by establishing a new General By-Law in the 
Town of Belmont by inserting a new Article 36 to provide for Criminal History Checks for 
persons seeking to obtain certain licenses, permits and registrations as set forth in full 
under Article 22 in the Warrant for this meeting. (Majority vote) 

Reporting: By-Law Review Committee 
 

ARTICLE 23:        GENERAL BY-LAWS - STORMWATER MANAGEMENT AND EROSION CONTROL 
MOVED: That under Article 23, the reading of the proposed amendment to the Town’s General By-

Laws pertaining to “Stormwater Management and Erosion Control” be dispensed with, the 
same being set forth in full under Article 23 in the Warrant for this meeting and having 
been distributed to each Town Meeting Member. (Majority vote) 

MOVED: That the Town amend the General By-Laws by inserting a new Article 34 “Stormwater 
Management and Erosion Control” into the General By-Laws of the Town of Belmont to 
provide for stormwater management and erosion control as set forth in full under Article 
23 in the Warrant for this meeting. (Majority vote) 

Reporting: By-Law Review Committee 
 

ARTICLE 24                                                          STORMWATER MANAGEMENT ENTERPRISE FUND 
MOVED: That the Town accept the provisions of Chapter 44, Section 53F1/2, of the General Laws 

to permit the Town to establish a separate account classified as an “Enterprise Fund” for 
Stormwater Management, to become effective July 1, 2014, and to amend the action 
taken under Article 29 of the Annual Town Meeting of 2003 by limiting the Enterprise Fund 
established thereunder for sewer and stormwater services to sewer services only.  
(Majority vote) 

Reporting: By-Law Review Committee 
 

ARTICLE 25:                                                                                SENIOR TAX ABATEMENT PROGRAM  
MOVED: That the Town vote, in accordance with the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws 

Chapter 59, section 5K, to raise the reduction of tax liability from $750 to $1,000 for 
volunteer services for persons over age 60. (Majority vote) 

Reporting: Warrant Committee 
 

ARTICLE 26:              COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE BUDGET & PROJECTS  
MOVED: That the Town reserve for appropriation the following amounts from estimated FY2014 

receipts of $1,177,370 as recommended by the Community Preservation Committee: 

1.  $117,737 for the acquisition, creation and preservation of open space and for 
recreational use; 

2.  $117,737 for the acquisition, preservation, rehabilitation and restoration of historic 
resources; 

3.  $117,737 for the creation, preservation and support of community housing; 
4.  $766,159 to the budgeted reserve; and 
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5. $58,000 to be appropriated for the Administrative Expenses and all other necessary 
proper expenses of the Community Preservation Committee for FY2014. 

(Majority vote) 
 
MOVED: a)    That $10,000 be appropriated for the Building Survey & Investigation of the 1853       

William Flagg Homer House and to meet this appropriation, $10,000 be appropriated         
from the Historic Preservation Reserve Account of the Community Preservation Fund.  
(Majority vote) 

 
MOVED: b)   That $20,000 be appropriated for the Intergenerational Walking Path Plan at Clay Pit   

Pond and to meet this appropriation, $20,000 be appropriated from the Open Space/  
Recreation Reserve Account of the Community Preservation Fund. (Majority vote) 

 
MOVED: c)   That $10,000 be appropriated for the Irrigation Improvements at Rock Meadow  

Community Gardens and to meet this appropriation, $10,000 be appropriated from the 
Open Space/Recreation Reserve Account of the Community Preservation Fund. 
(Majority vote) 

 
MOVED: d)   That $72,000 be appropriated for the Town Hall Concord Ave Door Remediation and  

to meet this appropriation, $72,000 be appropriated from the Historic Preservation 
Reserve Account of the Community Preservation Fund. (Majority vote) 

 
MOVED: e)   That $100,000 be appropriated for Joey’s Park Rehabilitation Recreation Project and  

to meet this appropriation, $100,000 be appropriated from the Open Space/Recreation 
Reserve Account of the Community Preservation Fund. (Majority vote) 

 
MOVED: f)    That $147,000 be appropriated for Electric Service Upgrade – Underground Wiring,  

including improvement of underground wiring, and to meet this appropriation, 
$147,000 be appropriated from the Community Housing Reserve Account of the 
Community Preservation Fund. (Majority vote) 

 
MOVED: g)   That $385,000 be appropriated for Underwood Park Plan and Design and to meet this  

appropriation, $66,092.85 be appropriated from the Open Space/Recreation Reserve 
Account and $318,907.15 from the FY13 Budgeted Reserve of the Community 
Preservation Fund. (Majority vote) 

 
MOVED: h)  That $115,000 be appropriated for the Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey of  

Belmont and to meet this appropriation, $14,092.85 be appropriated from the Historic 
Preservation Reserve Account and $100,907.15 from the FY13 Budgeted Reserve of 
the Community Preservation Fund. (Majority vote) 

 
MOVED: i)   That $100,000 be appropriated for the Preserving and Digitizing Belmont’s Vital  

Records and to meet this appropriation, $100,000 be appropriated from the  Historic 
Preservation Reserve Account of the Community Preservation Fund. (Majority vote) 

Reporting: Warrant Committee and Capital Budget Committee 
 

ARTICLE 27:                        EASEMENT – OAKLEY DEVELOPMENT 
MOVED:         That the Town accept an easement over that area shown as “Easement Area for Public 

Use” at the intersection of Belmont Street and Oakley Road on Sheet 3 of 5 on the Site 
Plan for “Our Lady of Mercy,” recorded at the Middlesex South District Registry of Deeds 
as Plan No. 867 of 2009, said easement to be granted by North Shore Construction & 
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Development to the Town of Belmont for use by the public, and consisting of 151 square 
feet, more or less. (Two-thirds vote) 

Reporting: Warrant Committee 
 

ARTICLE 28:              UNDERWOOD POOL AND PLAYGROUND BUILDING COMMITTEE 
MOVED: That the Town establish an Underwood Pool and Playground Building Committee for the 

purpose of constructing a new public swimming pool and related recreational facilities; to 
authorize the Town Moderator to appoint an Underwood Pool and Playground Building 
Committee to oversee the design and construction of said project; and to authorize said 
Underwood Pool and Playground Building Committee to enter into contracts and take all 
actions necessary to carry out the schematic level design. (Majority vote) 

Reporting: Warrant Committee and Capital Budget Committee 

 
ARTICLE 29:                                  APPROPRIATION FOR UNDERWOOD POOL AND PLAYGROUND 
MOVED: That the Town appropriate $385,000 to fund Project Design Services for the Underwood 

Pool and Playground, including the public swimming pool and related recreational 
facilities; including expenses related to this project; said sum to be raised from the Kendall 
School Fund and expended by the Underwood Pool and Playground Building Committee. 
(Majority vote) 

Reporting: Warrant Committee and Capital Budget Committee  
 

ARTICLE 30:      ZONING BY-LAWS - INTERIM CONTROLS FOR MEDICAL MARJIUANA USES 
MOVED: That under Article 30, the reading of the proposed amendment to the Town’s Zoning By-

Laws pertaining to a new Section 9.0 “Interim Controls for Medical Marjiuana Uses” be 
dispensed with, the same being set forth in full under Article 30 in the Warrant for this 
meeting and having been distributed to each Town Meeting Member. (Majority vote) 

MOVED: That the Town amend the Zoning By-Laws of the Town of Belmont by inserting a new 
Section 9.0, ‘Interim Controls for Medical Marjiuana Uses’ at the end of the Zoning By-
Laws as set forth in full under Article 30 in the Warrant for this meeting. (Two-thirds vote) 

Reporting:  Planning Board.  
 

ARTICLE 31:            ZONING BY-LAWS - RELIGIOUS AND MUNICIPAL BUILDING PRESERVATION 
MOVED: That under Article 31, the reading of the proposed amendment to Section 6.12 of the 

Town’s Zoning By-Laws pertaining to “Religious and Municipal Building Preservation” be 
dispensed with, the same being set forth in full under Article 31 in the Warrant for this 
meeting and having been distributed to each Town Meeting Member. (Majority vote) 

MOVED: That the Town amend the Zoning By-Laws of the Town of Belmont by inserting a new 
Section 6.12, ‘Religious and Municipal Building Preservation’ at the end of Section 6, to 
provide for the preservation of religious and municipal buildings as set forth in full under 
Article 31 in the Warrant for this meeting. (Two-thirds vote) 

Reporting:  Planning Board.  
 



















GUIDELINES FOR SENIOR WORK-OFF PROGRAM 
 
 
PRIMARILY BASED ON THE TAX DEFERRAL (CL. 41A) 
 
A. FY2013 Income and Age Qualifications: 

For Cl. 41A and Senior Work-Off Program unless otherwise noted. 
 1. Income cannot exceed $53,500. This amount is calculated using the Tax 

Year Circuit Breaker amount multiplied by the COLA; both are set by the 
Massachusetts Department of Revenue on an annual basis. 

 2. The applicant must be at least 65 years of age on July 1 of the fiscal year 
for the Tax Deferral. 

  The applicant must be at least 60 years of age on July 1 of the fiscal year 
for the Senior Work-Off Program. E.g., an applicant may be 59 when 
completing the work, but they must be 60 on the July 1 of the fiscal year for 
which they receive the exemption. 

 
B. Ownership and Domicile: 
 For Cl. 41A and Senior Work-Off Program unless otherwise noted. 
 1. Applicant must own and occupy the property in Belmont as their domicile. 
 *2. Applicant must have had a domicile in Massachusetts for at least 10 

consecutive years before the tax year begins. 
 *3. Applicant must have owned and occupied the property, or any other 

property in Massachusetts, as a domicile for at least 5 years. 
 *4. If the applicant's domicile in held in a trust, the applicant would be 

requested to provide copies of the recorded trust documents in order for 
Town Counsel to determine eligibility of the exemption. 

 
C. Documentation: 
 Senior Work-Off Program:  copies of tax returns are required unless already on 

file with the Board of Assessors. 
 
D. Applications: 
 1. Cl. 41A: 
  a. Applications must be filed each year, and 
  b. Applications are due December 15 or three months after the actual tax 

bills are mailed. 
 2. Senior Work-Off Program: 
  a. Applications must be filed each year, and 
  b. Seniors can accrue working hours from right after the actual tax bill is 

mailed and 45 days prior to the issuing of the first actual tax bill. 
 
 
 
*Items 2, 3 and 4 under Section B may be waived by the Board of Assessors. 
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E. Process: 
 1. Cl. 41A – Contact the Assessors' Office at 617-993-2630. There is another 

form required at initial application, so please contact the Assessors' Office. 
 2. Senior Work-Off Program 

 File application with the Council on Aging. 
 Applicant must check off one of two boxes (yes or no) to the question - 

"Has the applicant submitted a Cl. 41A application to the Assessors' Office 
for the current fiscal year?" 
 If the answer is "yes" - the Council on Aging will contact the 

Assessors' Office to verify that the applicant has filed for a Cl. 41A 
and may either:  1) request a copy of the required documentation, or 
2) verify that the applicant meets the income and age requirements. 

 If the answer is "no" - the applicant must meet the qualifications (see 
A and B) and must provide the required documentation (see C) with 
the application submitted to the Council on Aging. 

 
 
NUMBER OF SENIOR WORK-OFF EXEMPTIONS GRANTED IN LAST 6 YEARS: 
 

FY # @ TOTAL Notes 
2013 16 $750 $11,288 3 volunteers did not work maximum hours allowed 
2012 15 $750 $11,250 All volunteers worked maximum hours allowed. 
2011 12 $750 $9,000 All volunteers worked maximum hours allowed. 
2010 11 $750 $8,250 All volunteers worked maximum hours allowed. 
2009 12 $750 $9,000 All volunteers worked maximum hours allowed. 
2008 12 $750 $9,000 All volunteers worked maximum hours allowed. 

 
 
OVERLAY ACCOUNT: 
The Senior Work-Off Program has been paid through the Overlay Account. 
 
 
PAYMENTS: 
Effective FY2009, payments made through payroll. Previously, payments were 
applied to the real estate tax bills. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Provided by the Board of Assessors 
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Amendments filed with the Town Clerk by Deadline 
for Annual Town Meeting (Organized by Article #) 

 
 
Articles 16-23 – General By-Laws  
 By-Law Review Committee 
 
Article 13  - Town Administrator 
 Board of Selectmen 
 David Alper 
 Matthew Lowrie 
 
Article 18 -  Residential Snow Removal 
 Ralph Jones, Selectmen 
 Roy Epstein, Precinct 6 
 By-Law Review Committee 
 
Article 21 – Demolition Delay 

By-Law Review Committee (amendment, final, redline) 
Robert McGaw, Precinct 1 

 
Article 22 – Criminal History Checks for Certain Licenses 

By-Law Review Committee 
  
Article 23 – Stormwater Management 

By-Law Review Committee (amendment, final, redline) 
Robert McGaw, Precinct 1 

 
Article 26 – Community Preservation Committee – Projects 
 Floyd Carman, Treasurer 
 
Article 28 – Underwood Pool and Playground Building Committee 
 Mark Paolillo, Selectmen 
 
 
 































Article 22 -   Criminal History Checks for Certain Licenses  
Amendment offered by the By-Law Review Committee 
 
Moved:  that the Main Motion under Article 22 be amended by  

substituting the following: 
 
In 36.2 Definitions: the word “article” shall be substituted for the word “by-law”  
 
In 36.3.1 Occupations subject to a criminal history check: 
  
The words “Police Chief” shall be substituted for the words “Chief of Police”  
The words “Registered Solicitor” shall be substituted for the words “Door to Door 
Salesperson”  
The words “Taxicab Driver” shall be substituted for the words “Hackney Driver” 
 
In 36.8: The title “Severability” shall be substituted for the title “Collection 

and disbursement of fee” 
 











































        OFFICE OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

 

                         TOWN OF BELMONT                            
                               19 Moore Street                       
                                Homer Municipal Building 
                       Belmont, Massachusetts 02478-0900 
 
             Telephone:  (617) 993-2650     Fax:  (617) 993-2651 
 

 
M E M O R A N D U M 

 
TO:   Town Meeting Members 
 
FROM:  The Planning Board 
 
SUBJECT:  Report on Warrant Articles 30, 31 and 21 
 
DATE:   April 26, 2013 
 

 
 In preparation for the Annual Town Meeting, the Planning Board is pleased to report on 
the following Articles: 
 
A. Article 30 - Interim Controls for Medical Marijuana Uses  
 
 At the request of the Board of Selectmen, the Planning Board drafted this zoning by-law 
which imposes a moratorium until June 30, 2014 on medical marijuana dispensaries and 
cultivation. 
 
 At the last General Election, the residents of Massachusetts voted to legalize the 
cultivation and dispensing of marijuana for medical reasons, subject to the enactment of 
regulations governing such activities by the Department of Public Health (“DPH”).  It is 
expected that the final regulations will be enacted at the end of May, 2013. 
 
 Belmont has an interest in ensuring that medical marijuana facilities are properly sited 
within the Town.  For example, should dispensaries be located in the vicinity of schools or 
within residential areas?  The final DPH regulations, among other things, will help to define the 
permissible scope of the Planning Board’s regulation of medical marijuana facilities using 
zoning. 
 
 Therefore, the purpose of the Moratorium is to allow the Planning Board sufficient time 
to study the final DPH regulations, to engage in a planning process, and to propose new zoning 
restrictions which are consistent with the Town’s planning goals and objectives. 
 
 The Planning Board unanimously recommends passage of this By-Law. 
 
B. Article 31 - Religious and Municipal Building Preservation  
 
 The Planning Board drafted this zoning by-law to provide incentives for developers not 
to demolish the Town’s defining religious and municipal buildings. 
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 The By-Law would apply to about 20 buildings that have traditionally been used for 
religious or municipal purposes, and were constructed prior to 1950.  The incentives which the 
Planning Board would be authorized to offer a developer to preserve such a building include: 
authorizing a mix of residential and commercial uses; reducing parking requirements; modifying 
the Inclusionary Housing requirements; and, increasing the number of dwelling units that would 
otherwise be allowed, within the existing buildings.  The Special Permit process would include a 
public hearing that will ensure that resident concerns will be properly addressed. 
 
 Due to the unique construction characteristics of religious and municipal buildings, it is 
typically more expensive to preserve these buildings than to demolish them and build new.  The 
incentives offered by this By-Law would help off-set some of that added cost with the hopes of 
preserving these buildings and ultimately the Town’s character. 
 
 The Planning Board unanimously recommends passage of this By-Law. 
 
C. Article 21 - Demolition Delay 
 
 This general by-law is a product of the joint efforts of the Planning Board and the 
Historic District Commission. 
 
 This version of the Demolition Delay By-Law balances the community’s interest in 
preservation, with an individual owner’s property rights, by limiting its applicability to a list of 
approximately 200 properties.  Before potential demolition, owners of buildings on the list will 
be encouraged to review alternatives to demolition and to work in good faith with the Historic 
District Commission to hopefully preserve rather than demolish such buildings.  Future Town 
Meeting approval is required in order to add new properties to the list, ensuring that the process 
would remain democratic and open to debate.  Finally, the demolition delay for residential 
properties cannot exceed 6 months; the delay for commercial, religious and other private non-
profit properties cannot exceed 12 months. 
 
 Municipal properties, which would in any event be subject to considerable public process 
before they are sold or demolished, would not be further restricted by the demolition delay by-
law. 
 
 The Planning Board unanimously recommends passage of this By-Law. 
  
 

 




