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We are planning a garden renovation which includes building a low 
retaining wall to allow construction of a level, safer path into the garden. 
Although this is not structural work and does not require a building 
permit, 527 Concord is in the Pleasant Street Historic District. 

Therefore, we are asking the Historic Commission for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for a stone retaining wall at 527 Concord Ave to allow 
the construction of a level, and safer, path into the garden. 

The wall will be approximately one and a half to not more than three feet 
tall, about 32 feet long (+/-ten feet on 527 & the rest on our 15 
Wellington Lane lot) and look similar to the one pictured below (you can 
see this old wall on Wellington Lane), there will also be a second, 
smaller wall to support grading to level. The stones will be mostly grey 
with some brown; the face will be flat; and mortar will be kept to a 
minimum and will largely not be visible.  

Yard and a Half will be building the wall. 

Dorothy & Steve Gilman 
527 Concord Ave 
Belmont 



The view from Wellington Lane. Work area is not visible as the drop off is 
significant. 

 

 



Yard area with approximate retaining wall location sketched in black  

 
 
Existing retaining wall on Wellington Lane, similar to what will be built by 
A Yard and A Half 

 



Design by Christie Dustman & Company 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gilman plot plan 

 


